Matthew

Theme

Matthew wrote his account of Jesus with two overriding things in mind:

1) The ______________ of Jesus the Messiah must be ______________.  

2) The _____________ must be ________________.

Author

Matthew was a Jewish ______   _______________ who became one of Jesus’ closest followers.  READ 9:9-13  

Date

The book was probably written sometime in the _______ A.D.

Structure
Matthew alternates between what Jesus _______ and what Jesus ___________.  About ______ percent of the book is a record of Jesus’ words, including the most well-known teaching passage known as the “_____________ on the ___________” found in chapters 5 to 7.  All throughout the gospel Matthew shines the spotlight on the new __________________ Jesus was ushering in.

The King Arrives (chapters 1-10)

Jesus is shown as the “son of David, the son of Abraham” (1:1), two essential links for anyone claiming to be __________ in Israel.  Jesus was born, worshiped, baptized and tested.  Then his ________________ began.  Jesus explained what life was like in his kingdom (chapters 5-7) and demonstrated his ______________ over human struggles (chapters 8-9).  

The King Attacked (chapters 11-20)

There is growing _________________ to Jesus and his message.  Jesus focuses on his ____________ followers.

The King Abandoned (chapters 21-27)

Those who rejected Jesus seem to __________.  Jesus was arrested, beaten, and nailed to a cross to die.

The King Alive (chapter 28)

The King is alive and still _____   _________________ command as ruling King.  READ 28:18-20.


Thought Questions?

1) What qualities are found in a good citizen of a nation?  How do those qualities apply to citizens of God’s kingdom?

2) Read the Sermon on the Mount out loud.  Anything surprise you?
Only In Matthew


+The genealogy of Joseph and the story of Jesus’ birth from Joseph’s perspective.


+The visit of the magi from the east.


+Several parables: parables of the kingdom of God (13:24-30, 36-52), the parable of the unforgiving servant, the parable of the laborers in the vineyard, and the parable of the bridesmaids.


+The account of Peter trying to walk on water.


+Jesus’ description of the last judgment (i.e. the sheep and the goats).


+Additional information about Jesus’ betrayal and death: Judas’ suicide and Pilate washing his hands to remove his guilt in the death of Jesus.


+Jesus’ commission to his followers to make disciples of every nation.








