Letters (Epistles)

The last ______ books of the Bible are not really books but _________________.  

The most common material used for letters was _________________.  

Papyrus was very brittle, especially when damp, and that is probably why we have no ___________________ of these letters.

There are _____ known New Testament letter writers and one unknown (the unnamed author of the letter to the Hebrews).

The Apostle ____________—13 N.T. letters, more than half

The Apostle ____________—3 short letters and the meaty letter of Revelations

The Apostle ____________—2 letters

_____________ (Jesus’ half-brother)—his only letter was possibly the earliest N.T. letter

______________(Jesus’ other half-brother)—wrote a one chapter post card

These letters addressed specific ______________ living in specific cities and referenced specific situations and ___________________. 

At some point, however, early Christians recognized that God was using these letters to _____________ to larger and more universal ______________. 

The Gospels tell us that Jesus died and rose again, while these letters tell us why those events are ___________________ and how we are to _________ in light of them.  These letters ______________ us, comfort us, challenge us and at times _______________ us.  They push us along the road to Christian ______________. 
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The New Testament letters follow a style customary to the letters of the first century.  Every child would have learned the form in school:

Beginning: 

-Senders name, followed by the greetings to those being written to

-A blessing/thanksgiving wish

Body:

-Intention of the letter

-Instructions

Closing:

-Personal News

-Third party greetings

-Ended with another blessing

Thought Questions?

1) What would you think if they found Paul’s letter to the Laodiceans?

2) Why do you think God felt it was important for us to have and use the early communication of the church?

3) What does the church’s communication in modern times tell about us?

“Taking a Letter”


Letter writing in Roman times often involved having a secretary (sometimes called a scribe or amanuensis).  It also might include other roles such as copyist, letter carrier and professional reader.  Sometimes the secretary would perform these roles.  


Many times the secretary would serve as recorder, working from their notes taken from hearing the author, or even taking word-for-word dictation.


See Rom. 16:22, 1 Cor. 16:21, Gal. 6:11  








