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Part of the difficulty in understanding the last book of the Bible is that is was written in a _____________ not familiar to today’s audience.  

The book of Revelation is sometimes called “The Apocalypse” based on the Greek word translated “___________________” in 1:1.  Apocalyptic (a-pok-a-lip-tik) literature was very popular from about _____ B.C. to _____ A.D.  

The word “apocalypse” simply means “to uncover” or “reveal”.  

The Old Testament books of _____________, Daniel and Zechariah all contain elements of this writing style.  Matthew ____ is also very apocalyptic in its nature.

Apocalyptic Characteristics 
1) Uses dramatic ________________ and figurative _____________  
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2) Often includes recorded ______________ 

2) Deals with the ________ of things  

3) _______________ are often guides and interpreters 

4) Highlights epic battle between ___________ verses _________ 

5) Contains symbolic use of ________________

For instance in Revelation—
2=____________
12=__________________






3=____________   1000=A ______ length of time






4=____________  
144,000=All of God’s _______






6=____________







7=____________






10=___________

Ways to Interpret

I. Preterist or “____________” View

-This interpretation holds that except for the second coming, everything was fulfilled during ____________  _______________or shortly thereafter.  

II. ________________ View

-Everything in the book will be fulfilled just before __________  ___________.  

III. _________________ History View

-This view holds that this book signifies ________________ from the day it was written until the end of time.  Some prophecies __________ fulfilled, others are ______________ fulfilled, and others ______________ fulfillment.  

IV. _______________________ View
-This view spiritualizes the message so that it has no real connection with any _________________   _______________.

Since no one view is completely satisfying, it may be best to combine the virtues of each.


Key things to be aware of when reading apocalyptic literature:

-Apocalyptic images are not to be taken so literally or analyzed so minutely that you miss the “_______   _____________” message.  

-It may be completely intelligible only at the time of its _________________.  

-It may have ___________, multiple, even cyclical fulfillment.

-The early church did not have the problems of ___________________ the book that we do today.  The _________________ were familiar to them.  

-Prophecy generally stresses __________ duties to ___________, while apocalyptic literature generally stresses what ________ will do for _________.

The main purpose of this type of literature is its teachings on morality and salvation, not intellectual fulfillment!
WHO KNEW?


In the book of Revelation John refers directly or indirectly to 32 different O.T. books.





WHO KNEW?


The KJV speaks of “7 candlesticks” in Rev. 1:20.  Anybody see a problem with that?








