Hebrews

The author of the book of Hebrews is __________________, the occasion for it being written is not ______________, and the destination of the letter is ____________________.  However, the message of the book couldn’t be clearer: As God's Son, Jesus is ______________ than any of the beloved prophets of old, greater than any earthly priest and is the greatest ___________ that ever reigned. 

The key word of Hebrews is "______________." It is used ______ times in comparing Jesus to Judaism.  

Times were hard. The Romans ruled over the Hebrews, bringing them suffering and ____________________. If a Hebrew was also a Christian, then he would also suffer from the __________________ of his own family and friends. Having never met Jesus personally, the Hebrew Christian may have found himself looking back to Judaism and the comfort of the ______________ rituals and the acceptance of his countrymen. 
Another interesting list included in this book is the 13 "______   ____ ..." exhortations given to encourage the recipients how to live their faith. 
Recipients

The original recipients were a group of _______________ Christians who had endured persecution and who were therefore considering giving up their Christian faith to return to Judaism.

It cannot be stated with certainty where this group of persecuted Jewish Christians lived.

Date
It should come as no surprise that the date of the writing of Hebrews is also controversial.  It was probably written sometime between ___ and ___ A.D.

Structure
The Superiority of Jesus:

I. Supreme in who _____   _____. (Chapters 1-7)

-________________ (1:1-3)

-________________ (1:4-2:18)

-________________ (3:1-4:13)

-________________ (4:14-7:28)

II. Supreme in what he ___________.  (Chapters 8-10)

-Brought a better __________________ (8:1-13)

-Brought a better __________________ (9:1-10:18)

-Made a way to __________   __________ to God (10:19-39)

III. Keep on _____________ on.  (Chapters 11-13)

Bible _______________, faith and focus close out the letter.
Thought Questions
1) Who are your faith heroes?

2) If the Hebrew writer was writing to you, or your family, or your church, what would he be saying that Christ was superior to in your life?  Money?  Religion?  Tradition?  Relationships?  What would he say about that?
