
Hurricane Harvey Response 
 

Whenever catastrophic events occur, Pleasant Ridge members immediately start asking “How 

can I help?” The occurrence of Hurricane Harvey is no exception. Before Harvey even made 

landfall, I had received a call from someone who wanted to volunteer their assistance. 

 

Besides the large non-profits whose names you know (i.e. Salvation Army), there are a number 

of organizations affiliated with the Churches of Christ who will have a critical presence on the 

coast in the coming weeks. These organizations provide everything from meals to cleaning 

supplies to volunteer labor. All of these organizations function because churches like Pleasant 

Ridge support them through money and manpower.  

 

So – How can I help? 

 

You can donate money. All relief organizations rely on donations.  

 You can donate through Pleasant Ridge. Simply write a check to Pleasant Ridge Church of 

Christ, and place it in an envelope marked “Emergency Fund,” and we’ll take care of the rest. 

Note: Do not write an earmark note on the check itself, as this will make your check 

ineligible for tax deduction, per federal law.  

 You can donate via text or online giving by selecting “Emergency Response Fund”.   To give 

via text, you can text a round dollar amount, followed by “Emergency Response Fund” to 

817-318-7207.  (i.e. 10 Emergency Response Fund) 

 You can donate directly to a relief organization via their website. Some recommended 

organizations are listed below. 

 

You can donate your time. 

 Boots-on-ground relief organizations rely on local and regional volunteers who pass out 

meals, distribute emergency supplies, clean out homes, throw tarps over damaged roofs, etc. 

Pleasant Ridge has a strong working relationship with SGSO (Serving God by Serving 

Others) and there will be opportunities to travel with a work crew to one of the areas needing 

assistance. If you volunteer through SGSO, they cover the cost of food and transportation, 

and will find a place for you to stay at no cost.  

 

When can I help? 

 

 You can donate money anytime. Remember that, long after the news cameras are gone, the 

work will go on and relief organizations will need continuous replenishment of funds. 

 As for as volunteer work, boots-on-ground organizations are likely to be shuttling work 

crews in and out of the coastal areas for at least six months. You don’t have to show up next 

week in order to help 

 

How do I go about volunteering? 

 

You can contact Judy Marshall, SGSO’s administrative assistant, at 469-644-5299, or by 

emailing her at jmarshall43@tx.rr.com. Or contact Tim Shelfer for further information.  

.  



 

Resources 

 

Here’s a rundown of some Church of Christ affiliated organizations that Pleasant Ridge has dealt 

with in the past, and the services they provide: 

 

Name: SGSO (Serving God by Serving Others) 

Loc’n: Garland TX (Prestoncrest Church of Christ) 

Website: http://sgso.org 

Specialty: Boots on ground 

Description: SGSO mobilizes volunteers from across north Texas to provide manpower for 

whatever tasks are at hand. Additionally, they bring trailers loaded with specialized tools to the 

disaster site. Depending on the situation, SGSO may work alone, or partner with a larger 

organization such as CCDRT (below). 

Donations accepted online: Yes  

 

Name: Churches of Christ Disaster Relief, Inc. 

Loc’n: Nashville TN 

Website: http://disasterreliefeffort.org/ 

Specialty: Emergency supplies  

Description: Keeping multiple trucks loaded with emergency supplies (i.e. bottled water, bleach, 

cleaning supplies, boxed food), they can have one or more semis underway within hours of a 

disaster occurrence. Using a local Church of Christ as a base, they distribute needed supplies 

throughout the affected community.  

Donations accepted online: Yes 

 

Name: Disaster Assistance CofC 

Loc’n: Lake Jackson TX (Lake Jackson Church of Christ) 

Website: http://disasterassistancecoc.dreamhosters.com/ 

Specialty: Meals on Wheels 

Description: Working from a toy hauler trailer with a commercial kitchen, they provide simple 

but nourishing meals by the thousands to victims, volunteers, and local responders working in 

the area. Using local volunteers, they also talk with, and pray with, people looking for spiritual 

help. 

Donations accepted online: Yes 

 

Name: Church of Christ Disaster Response Team (CCDRT) 

Loc’n: Vandalia OH 

Website: https://www.churchesofchristdrt.org 

Specialty: Boots on ground 

Description: Complete with everything from tool trucks to mobile showers, CCDRT provides a 

well-organized infrastructure to coordinate and care for volunteer help. They have the 

equipment, the experience, and the credentials to move into a disaster area and provide an 

organized response, whether that means passing out meals or cleaning out flooded houses. They 

welcome local volunteer help.  

Donations accepted online: Yes 
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