Mark

Style & Theme 
If Matthew’s gospel speaks to the _____________ among us, then Mark’s gospel speaks to the ____________.  Mark tells us about what Jesus __________.  And what Jesus does in Mark’s gospel is become a ________________.  

 Mark doesn’t write he reports.  We find ourselves pulled along as Jesus ______________ to do the Father’s will.  

Audience
Mark likely wrote with two immediate audiences in mind:

1) The ___________________, the masters of Mark’s world.  

2) Roman _________________, under intense persecution from the Emperor Nero.

Author
Mark was a companion to ______________ and a traveler and _______________ to Paul and Barnabas (his cousin).

Date
Mark was probably the first gospel written, probably some time in the mid _____s.

Structure
Mark wrote his gospel to answer three big questions:

Who is Jesus? (chapters 1-8)

Jesus was a teacher, a _______________, tireless and focused on the __________.  In this section readers begin to ask what Jesus finally asked his disciples: 

(READ 8:27-29).

Why did he die?  (chapters 9-16)

Mark gave a lot of space to the _________   _________ of Jesus’ earthly life.  Victory over death comes at a _____________   ___________.

How should we respond? 

Woven throughout Mark’s gospel are two kinds of __________________ to Jesus:

1) Those that ______________ or ignore him.  

2) The ____________________.  
