Revelation

Author
Though the author calls himself “______________”, he doesn’t tell us specifically which John he was.  However, from the earliest days of Christianity the book has been credited to John the __________________, the close friend and follower of Jesus, brother of James, and author of a ________________ and three N.T. letters.  

He was in exile on the island of ___________________, a rocky ___________ island in the Aegean Sea off the western coast of Asia Minor (see map below).  The Roman emperor Domitian was on the _________________ against Christians, and he sent John into exile because John was such a ___________________ Christian leader.

Most of the book is a record of what John “_____________”.  God gave John a series of visions, some of ______________ and some of _______________.  

READ 1:9-11
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Audience
The book of Revelation is actually a 

_________________ sent to a cluster of 

seven first-century Christian communities in 

____________   _____________.  

Within the larger letter there are seven 

smaller letters, one to each ______________

(see chapters 2 &3). 

__________ himself talks to each congregation. 

Then the entire Christian community is 

given a glimpse into the _________________ with the rest of the book.

Background, Purpose, Theme & Date

In the latter part of Domitian’s reign, he decided that he should be recognized as a deity and ___________________ as such.  This idea offended Christians and they _____________________.  He ordered a full-fledged empire-wide persecution of Christians in __________ A.D.  
It was during this persecution, probably around _____ or _____, that John received his revelation from Jesus while on Patmos.  

He wrote:

1) To show who the proper objects of ___________________ are

2) To show Jesus’ ___________________ is still guaranteed to the churches

3) To show the saints the importance of __________________
4) To show the inevitable defeat of ___________, the devil and all his agents

5) To show the final triumph of the __________________
6) To show that the ______   ____________ will bring about the end of the world as we know it

7) To show that the final ________________ and retribution will be given by the great Judge at the day of days 

The Theme: __________________ will eventually win over _________.
Structure
________________ is the focus of everything recorded in the book. 
Jesus outlined the book himself.  READ 1:19

I. What You Have ________________ (chapter 1)

The book opens with John’s account of his exile on the island of Patmos and his vision of Jesus in his _________________   ______________.

II. What Is ____________ (chapter 2-3)

Next, Jesus addressed each of the seven __________________.  

III. What Will _____________   _____________ (chapters 4-22)
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This large section focuses on the events leading up to Jesus’ return to earth as conquering ____________________.  

The Bible closes with:

-A final _________________ (22:17)

-A final _________________ (22:18-19)

-A final _________________ (22:20)

