I Peter

Author

Peter was in some ways the _________________ of the 12 apostles selected by Jesus as his chief followers.   He was well known for his promise to support Christ throughout his trials and then having ______________ Jesus three times on the eve of the Crucifixion. 
Christ, forgave his weakness and Peter went on to do ______ things for the church. 

Peter himself soon became the object of __________________ and so he atoned for his denial of Christ at his own ________________. 

Background & Theme

Is it possible to experience God’s ______________ in the midst of ____________?  According to Peter it is.  That idea is the very theme of his letter to Christians _________________ abroad. 

Peter did not want the _____________ of this world to choke out the _________ which Paul had planted.  But Peter’s letter is not about doom and gloom.  He wrote to help his audience understand that they were “born to a ________   _______” (1:3).  But he also wrote to encourage Christians to _____________ their trust in God in every situation, especially during trials and suffering.  READ 1 Pet. 5:12

Christians were being maliciously _______________ for living their faith in Christ and _______________ because of the name of Christ.  They had already suffered grief in all kinds of trials. “________________” is a key word that is often repeated in the letter.

Date
I Peter was probably written sometime between ______ and ______ A.D.

Structure
Peter built the letter around two main themes:

I. Growing into _______________ (Chapters 1-2:10)

II. Surviving ____________ (Chapters 2:11-5)
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Thought Question?

1)  If you were asked to tell a new believer in Jesus what to expect in the Christian life, what would you say?  What resources have been most helpful in your experiences following Jesus?

